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SPESCM, 


WirEX  astrnnser  presents  himself  on  such  an  occasion  before 
sucii  an  audience,  h2  often  doesil  under  the  disadvantage  of  an  un- 
deserved reputation,  conferred  upon  him  by  the  partiaUty  of 
friends. 

When  an  old  man,  commanding  the  imposing  influence  which 
grey  hairs  and  the  services  of  almost  half  a  century  confer  upon 
him,  stands,  and  asks  to  be  heard  in  behalf  of  suffering  humanity, 
he  feels  a  deep  regret,  that  he  has  little  to  present  to  his  audience,, 
but  the  gleanings  of  some  industry,  combined  with  experience. 
In  such  cases  it  ofien  happens  to  the  stranger  orator,  as  in  optical 
illusions.  The  object  when  seen  at  a  distance  or  through  a  mist, 
has  put  on  all  the  grandeur  of  vastness,  but  when  approached  be- 
comes less  and  les3  until  it  looses  all  its  imposing  character.  In 
the  present  case  (lie  justice  and  rHagnitude  of  the  cause  must 
plead  in  behalf  of  its  advocate. 

If  I  were  asked  what  is  the  leading  characteristic  of  the  third 
part  of  the  nineteenth  century  which  is  past,  I  would  say,  com- 
miscraliun  for  the  poor  and  oppressed.  Long  had  the  mind  of  the 
phihuithropist  and  christian  lingered  around,  and  hovered  over 
the  world's  mass  of  ignorance,  and  crime  and  misery,  and  oppres- 
sion. Indecision  aiid  despair  marked  their  counsels  and  their  ef- 
forts. The  gospel  i^.eld  up  her  lights,  tjie  cnoss,  and  pointed  the 
benighted  millions  of  our  world  to  the  star  of  Bethlehem.  Hu- 
manity wept  over  her  desecrated  righ.ts,  while  the  cries  of  slaugh- 
tered milHons  pierced  the  heavens.  Liberty  too,  put  ifi  her  claims, 
and  announced  that  all  men  are,  by  nature,  equal,  and  ought  to  be 
free.  But  the  world  seemed  not  to  heed,  and  the  tide  of  human 
misery  continued  to  flow  on  undisturbed,  and  daily  cngulphcd  its 
thousands. 

About  forty  or  fifty  jeai's  ago,  Christianity,  humanity,  and  the 
genius  of  liberty  seemed  all  to  wake  up  at  once,  as  by  a  touch  of 
lieavenly  energy.  The  enquiry  of  millions  of  the  best  our  species  of 
has  been,  how  sh-dl  the  liund  reds  ofmillians  of  human  beings,  who  sit 
in  darkne?s,  be  enlightened?  The  philanthropist  has  asked,  with 
painful  solicitude,  how  shall  the  deep  fountains  of  human  misery 
be  dried  up  or  dirainisiied;  and  in  company  with  them,  the  geuius 
of  liberty  has  deeply  kunented  the  degradation  and  wretchedness 

I,!        induced  by  political  oppression  or  more  degrading  slavery. 

jj  The  state  of  the  world  demanded  an  association  which  should 

embrace  all  these  objects.     Such  is  found  in  the  American  Colo- 
nization Society. 

f:.I  Likemanyof  the  devices  of  wise  and  good  men,  the  object  of  the 

1 1       founders  of  the  Colonization  Society  seem  to  have  beer,  ifolated. 


They,  probably,  thouc^bt  of  nothing  more  than  to  pron:iote  the  hnp- 
pine-s  of  the  [ves  people  of  color  in  liie  UnUcd  Sraies.  This  was 
a  noble  and  worthy  object.  It  was  sufficient  to  i;ive  birth  to  the 
plan,  and  energy  to  the  elfort.  But  human  things  are  linked  to- 
gether, bothin  the  divine  plans,  and  in  tlicir  ultimate  results.  Int 
a  government  of  infinite  wisdom  and  beneficence,'it  is  impossible 
that  a  wise  plan  can  be  isolated,  or  a  good  action  stand  alone. — 
They  are  like  the  first  rays  of  the  morning  sun.  DitTusive  and  In- 
creasing. Or,  like  the  fertilizingstream.seen  first  now  as  a  lone  lit- 
tle fountain-presently  asa  pearling  rivulet,  and  uUim;',telyamighty 
river,  pouring  innumerable  blessings  upon  thousands.  Irlowmany 
glorious  results  will,  in  future,  appear  to  have  been  connected 
with  the  AmericanColonization Society,  timecan  never  develooe. 
It  is  reserved  foreternity.  We  know  it  now  stands  forth  as  the 
emancipated  black  man'sfriend;  and,  ist,  proposes  to  elevate  him 
to  ttiat  dignity  and  happiness  which  all  the  boasted  liberty  and 
patriotism  of  America  can  never  confer  upon  him;  2d,  it  promotes 
in  America,  the  emancipation  of  slaves,  by  holding  out  to  slave 
holders  a  rational  prospect  of  amending  the  condition  of  their 
slfives;  3d,  it  presents  to  the  philantl>icpist  and  patriot  the  means 
of  putting  a  stop  to  the  slave  trade — and  lastly  it  points  cue  the 
only  possible  method  of  christianizing  Ahica. 

I.  The  Colonization  Society  holds  out  to  the  fresman  of  color 
the  only  possible  method  by  which  he  can  hope  to  attain  to  the 
dignity  oi-  enjoy  the  blessings  of  a  free  man. 

The  plainest  principles  of  human  na!are  aniiounce  to  every 
thinking  being,  that  the  na/}ie.  of  liberlv  witiiout  ihe  thijii^r^  alwavs 
has  been,  and  always  will  be  a  curse,  cither  to  a  nation  or  an  indi- 
vidual. And  what  is  the  utrnostof  that  liberty  which  the  benevolent 
master  bestows  upon  his  slave  when  he  emancipates  him?  It  is  but 
the  mor/te?y/ of  liberty.  It  simplyfi-ees  him  from  the  control  of  his 
master.  It  deprives  himalsoof  his  protection,  and  sulijects  him  toall 
the  impotcncy  of  nonage, coupled  witha  black  skin. leavinghim  ex- 
posed to  the  villainy  ar)d  imposition  of  unprincipled  men,  unpro- 
tected  by  the  lav/s  of  the  land,  a'ld  even  forbidden  to  defend  him- 
self with  those  weapons  witli  which  the  author  of  nature  has 
furnished  him  for  seli-delence.  If  there  be  a  liuman  being  in 
Ameiica  to  be  pitied,  it  is  the  emancipated  man  of  color,  who, 
v.'hile  young,  has  been  trained  up  in  all  t!ie  dc;:;nidation,  ignor- 
ance and  impo(ency  of  slavery,  feeling  that  inferiority,  which  con- 
tracted, if  not  innate  prejudice  has  entailed  upon  the  whole  race 
of  men  v/hosc  skin  has  been  stained  by  a  veitical  sun.  I  see  such 
an  outcast  in  t!ie  day  of  his  grey  hairs  and  poverty.  He  is  far 
from  the  cabin  in  which  he  drew  his  infant  breath.  Far  from  the 
fields  which,  in  happier  days,  he  cultivated,  and  from  which  he  ob- 
tained a  plentiful  'supply  of  food.  Far  also  from  ihe  pitying  eye 
of  that  humane  master,  who  thought  he  was  doing  good  when  lie 
made  him  a  free  man.  He  looks  around  him  for  help — he  finds 
rjonc — for  pity — he  is  told  he  is  nothing  but  a  worthless  black  free 


innn,  (o  vl.oni  no  man  ii  ijound  to  open  his  doiji?.  Does  Ix'  look 
to  the  laws  of  ihc  liihd?  Ti icy  provide  iorliie  hLljde.-?,  if  they 
be  white.  But,  i;i  liovv  many  parts  cf  this  liunl  ol'  iil)eity,  do  the 
laws  make  provision  i'or  the  orplians  of  the  Tree  black  man  or  for 
his  parents  or  h/unseir  if  they  heccrr.e  poor?  Where  con  these 
iiapless  beings  look?  On  earth  t!iey  ti:id  none,  except  hcie  and 
tliere  one  to  pity  thern.  L-oes  he  Jook  to  lieaven?  it  is  with  n 
darkened  ey;;,  for  slavery  ha.s  doomed  iiirn  lo  invincible  ignor- 
ance. The  c'irisU.ai's  bible  is  to  iiim  a  sc;ded  book.  The  v.-hitc 
nian's  Savioi!;-  a  slrange  God. 

If  theloj^ijlativc-GiiactmenLSofall  tli-e  states  cornpri.-ing  en r  ccn- 
tederatioii  on  tlie  .-ts'-jcct  of  t!ie  iVce  people  of  color  be  examined, 
tliereis  not  one  of  liicni  which,  docs  v.-.d  degnidc  the  free  black  man. 
A  law  passed  a  yer<r  or  two  ago  in  Georgia,  subjects  to  a  quaran- 
tine of  forty  d:\ys  all  vcsscds  having  fj-ee  colored  persons  on  board. 
This  law  prohibits  ;dl  intercourse  with  such  vessels,  by  free  color- 
ed persons  or  slaves,  it  imposes  a  penalty  for  teaching  free  peo- 
ple of  color  to  read.  A  law  passed  in  r.'iarybnd  directs  the  re- 
n^ovalof  alleiTianci[;aied  sia-.'es  froiTi  tht;  slate.  Tberf  is,  it  s:eem?, 
a  law  of  North  Carolina  wldch  subjects  aFiy  tree  coloi'ed  [jci'sons 
who  may  enter  ti'.e  slate  to  a  line  of  ^'5L'0— and,  in  tl^e  event  of 
non-payment,  he  is  to  be  sold  as  a  slave.  Wh.o  is  ignorant  of  the 
disgraceful,  but  abortive  attempt  lately  made  by  the  state  legis- 
lature of  Ohio  to  expel  free  people  of  color  from  that  state.  Or, 
the  still  more  recent  attemj)t  of  t!ie  state  of  jMassachusr-tts  of 
somewhat  a  similar  character;  so  that  antiiiathies,  which  if  not 
growing  out  of  the  physicalconstitntion  of  the  two  races,  ccrtaitdy 
are  deeply  rooted  in  the  very  Ibundaticns  of  society,  combine 
with  many  legislative  arts  of  our  common  con:ilry,  to  dej:{indeand 
press  down  the  uniiappy  black  man  among  us.  ''You  may  call 
him  free,  you  may  even  tlo  wdiat  has  never  }et  iiec-n  full}' doiie  in 
America,  protect  his  rights  i)y  legislation;  >ou  may  invoke  the 
spirit  of  humanity  a:ul  Christianity  to  Idesshim,  but  still  he  is  de- 
graded. A  thousand  malignant  innuences  around  him  arc  con- 
spiring to  wither  all  tiifjt  is  manly  and  noble  in  his  nature.  Such 
being  tiic  situationof  the  free  people  of  color  in  thiscountiy,  wilh- 
outonerayof  hope  of  a  change,  surely  they  ought  to  lon^"- as 
eagerly  for  a  settlement  on  the  land  of  tlieir  ancesiois  as  the  cap- 
live  tribes  of  Israel  breathed  for  a  return  to  the  land  ol  Canaan." 

These  anil  similar  considerations  have  aw;ikcned  the  attention 
of  the  reflecting  and  benevolent  part  of  the  American  people. 
The  legislatures  of  the  fourteen  states  have  passed  resolutions 
recommending  the  soliemd  of  the  colonizing  the  free  colored  po- 
pulation, and  m.ost  of  them  approving  the  objects  of  tJic  Coloni- 
zation Society.  Among  these  ai-esix  slave  Iv  Iding  states.  i\'rmit 
me  to  add  twoor  three  of  the  resolutions  of  the  legislatures  of  (he 
states  on  this  interesting  subject.  "Be  it  resolved  by  ihe  Senate 
and  House  of  llcpresent;».tives  of  the  state  of  Pennsjlvania  in 
General  Assembly  met,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  General  As- 
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fvCii)')ly,  (he  Ameiic.'in  Coloni/,;ition  Socie'y  eminently  deserves 
i  he  support  of  the  national  j^overnmenl,  &(:.  Be  it  resolved  by 
(he  General  AssenVuly  of  the  state  of  Kentucky,  That  they  view 
with  deep  and  Aiciidly  interest,  the  exertiop.s  of  the  American 
Colonization  Society,  in  establishing  an  asjium  on  the  coast  of 
Afiica  for  the  free  people  of  color  of  the  United  IStates,&.c."  The 
i  U'giiilatnre  of  Indiana  thus  speaks:  ''i^e  it  ix-solved  by  the 
■  'General  As?emh!y  of  Indiana,  'j'liat our  Senators  and  R.epre- 
t-cruativcs  in  Congress,  be,  and  they  arc  herei)y  requested  in  the 
i: ame  of  tl'.e  state  of  Ir.diai^a.  to  solicit  the  assistance  of  the  gen- 
eral govern.mcnt,  to  aid  the  lai-dable  design  of  the  Colonization 
(Society  in  such  nicasnrcsas  Congress,  in  its  wisdom,  may  deem 
expedient."  To  these  testinionials  in  favor  of  this  society  might  be 
added  the  resolutions  not  only  of  eleven  otlier  states,  but  also 
of  all  the  leadingecclesiastical  bodies  in  our  country.  Of  the 
(General  Assen^.bly  of  thePrcshytcrian  church  as  early  as  1818.  Of 
the  convention,  of  tlie  Protestant  i^p.ifeopal  chuichin  1819.  Of  the 
Congregational  clergy  of  Connecticut  in  18"27.  Tl)e  Ohio  Me- 
thodist Ejjiscopal  church  in  1827.  The  Baptist  General  Convention 
of  {he  state  of  Ohio  in  1S27.  Of  tlie  Lutheran  Synod  in  1827. 
(3f  the  Synod  of  th.e  Dutch  llcformed  church, and  of  oth.er  minor 
ecclesiastical  bodies. 

'vV'hat  voice  can  he  morejliilinct  and  imperative,  than  the  uni- 
ted voice  of  the(iv';l  authoiitlcs  and  thech.urch?  y'lnd  wIm^i-o  is 
liie  interest,  except  that  of  liie  i^vcvd  man  of  color,  in  which  the 
v.isdomoflhe  patriot, and  the  breathings  of  christian  bent.'volence 
nnd  piety  have  as  harmonio'.i.-ly  i)!ended?  The  judicious  politician 
declares,  mucli  as  he  may  j'ily  the  lilack  man,  he  cannot,  he  dare 
not  elevate  him'  to  all  the  civil  privilcgesofourhappy  country.  Feel- 
ings, copious  as  the  Idood  li.at  ilov.'s  in  our  veins,  and  deep  seated 
i't  our  bosoms  as  life  itself,  call  u|)on  us  to  weep  over  the  indelible 
<i"grada(ion  of  our  fdiow  men.,  but  at  the  same  time  forbid  us  to 
■<;[)en  to  tliem  tlio  foi'um,  the  bciicii,  the  Jialls  of  legislation,  or 
<."ven  tlie  (dcctive  franchise.  Thechnrcli,  yes  the  church,  adorn- 
t\\  as  she  is  v.ithail  that  l;i:raanily  and  beauty  whicli  has  been  put 
tijion  her  by  her  master,  wh.ile  slie  admits  tiie  pious  freeman  of 
<-oh)r  to  a  j)articipalion  of  all  the  blessings  of  God's  house,  will 
i<(>i  permit  him  to  enjoy  t!ie  connnunion  of  ai)ri\ale  family,  or 
ihe  equal  h.ospitality  of  a  brother's  board. 

Therefore,  what  is  to  lie  dorn;  for  tliC  fvve  man  of  color  in 
America?  In  (lie  nndit  of  iiajjpiness  he  is  v.retchcd.  ]n  the  midst 
of  v.ealthhe  is  poor.  In  tla:  midst  of  honor  he  is  degraded.  In 
the  midst  of  liberty,  he  is  at  host  .'1  b'ondsinan,  and  in  a  riirislian 
brother's  liouse  he  is  sent  io  th.c  liitchen,  oi-t:eated  on  a  stool  by 
himself.     1  ansv/er,  he  must  ijc  colo;iized. 

What  a  contrast  to  all  this  will  bo  his   rituation  in  (he  colony 
at  Liberia.     There  they  will  feel  themscdvcsat  home,  in  a  coun-    . 
try  they  can    proudl)   call  ('/;c/r  o:r/;.        Lands   which  they  may 
cultivjste,  and  call  them  and  their  product  (heir  oicn.     They  will 


heliold  anew  cu'e^ilion  ri~iii;.;  u[i  ;ii'our.>l  Uir'm.  It  ic-  nil  thch-  jt.n. 
They  will  enact  laws,  am!  create  institutions,  all  their  oion.  They 
will  fill  oflices  of  trust  and  honor,  which  their  learning  and  their 
worth  shall  mnkc  their  orcn.  Th.ey  shall  feel  the  elevation  of  full 
grown  humanity,  unincumbered  by  natural  antipathies,  or  fac- 
tious distinction?.  They  siiall  have  homes  and  wives  and  families, 
and  sympathies  and  virtues  and  piety,  all  ihcir  o::vi. — never  to  be 
interfered  with  by  the  hand  of  power. 

II.  7'hc  Colonization  Socicti/ promotes  the  cmanvipalion  of  slaves  in 
America. 

Thisis  done  in  three  ways.  I  have  lived  in  slave  states  all  my  life, 
tillabouta  ycarago.  For  half  a  century  I  have  been  an  attentive 
observer  of  the  progress  o[  public  sentiment,  on  all  subjects  con- 
nected with  the  people  of  color,  both  slaves  and  emancipated  per- 
sons. I  can  only  sjiealc  with  confidence  of  tlie  change  and  great 
amendment  of  public  sentiment  in  Kentucky.  la  that  state  there 
area  thousand  symp'ithies  for  the  colored  man  now,  for  one  that 
existed  forty  years  ago.  These  kind  feelings  have  increased  far 
beyond  the  most  sanguine  hopes  of  the  black  man's  friends,  espe- 
cially within  the  last  eight  or  ten  years,  or  since  the  success  of  the 
Colonization  Society  has  censed  to  be  a  problem.  To  what  is  this 
change  to  be  attributed?  To  the  calculation  of  iiilcrest?  Certain 
ly  not;  for  slave  labor  has  become  doubly  valuable  since  hemp  has 
become  so  important  a  staple  in  Kentucky.  Is  it  owing  to  the  in- 
crease of  wealth  in  that  state — the  wealthy  having  less  need  for 
the  labor  of  black  men?  Certainly  not.  Generosity,  justice  and 
liberality,  arc  plants  which  do  not  generally  grow  in  the  garden 
of  the  rich  man.  The  chnnge  of  public  sentiment  is  owing  to  the 
diffusion  of  lighten  the  subject  of  the  black  mrui's  rights,  together 
v/ith  the  fearful  anticipations  of  interminable  slavery.  These  sub- 
jects never  were  placed  distinctly  before  the  public  eye  li.'l  it  was- 
done  by  the  Colon'.zation  Society. 

In  the  south  forty  years  ago,  to  talk  of  the  rights  of  black  merr 
was  deemed  as  idle  as  to  talk  of  the  rights  of  cattle.  The  first 
public  address  I  ever  delivered  was  on  tbe  day  ofmy  lauration.  It. 
was  a  plea  for  black  men,  and  I  was  only  preserved  from  public 
insult  and  violence  by  the  age  andauthority  of  those  who  surround- 
ed me.  The  increase  of  light  and  a  better  spirit  on  this  subject 
during  the  last  ten  or  fifteen  years  has  been  unequalled,  and  it  is- 
to  be  ascribed  to  the  Colonization  Society  more  than  to  any  other' 
single  cause. 

But  in  the  second  place,  the  Colonization  Society  has  contribu- 
ted to  the  emancipation  of  slaves  by  presenting  to  the  public  more 
distinctly  than  was  ever  done  before,  what  no  one  apprehended^ 
and  what  some  will  not  now  believe,  viz:  that  the  black  population 
of  our  country  is  gaining  ground  with  a  fearful  rapidity  upon  the 
white.  The  following  statements  are  taken  from  the  returns  of 
the  census. 


s 

fVhitcs.  Blacks. 

The  population  ofS.C.-rolinuin  1790,  was   131,181  l(/7,094 

1S30,  237,878        315,565 

Thus  it  appears  that  while  liie  slave?  r.car!y  trebled  iLeir  nuni- 
bcr  in  forty  years,  the  whites  (Jid  not  quite  double  iheir;.  j^ot  it 
not  be  paid  that  tliis  is  an  isolated  ease,  and  that  similar  result? 
cannot  elsewhere  be  made  out.  Tlie  relative  siluation  of  the 
white  and  eo!oi-ed  population  east  of  the  Blue  Ridge  in  "N'irginia 
places  this  subject  in  a  stiikinc:  jioint  of  light.  It  appears  that 
the  latter  have  gained  upon  1  lie  former  in  forty  years  UlLM7G,arid 
this  too  while  the  transportation  of  slaves  froni  that  portion  oi' the 
state,  has  been  carried  on  to  an  enormous  extent. 

IVhiics.  Blacks. 

Population  east  of  the  Pdue  Riu^^e,  in  1779,  3M,5'2S        289.425 

1.S30,  375,935  457,013 
The  increase  of  the  free  colored  population  of  these  United  States 
exceeds  the  apprehension,  no  doubt, ofcvery  person  in  this  assem- 
bly. In  1700,  their  nnmi)cr  was  only  57,181.  In  IS'^O.  233,530, 
and  in  1S30  it  was  310,107.  A  muitiplication  of  nearly  six  fold 
in  forty  years,  and  of  33  per  cent,  in  the  last  ten  years. 

In  the  five  slave  holding  states,  Maryland,  Virginia,  Xorth  Ca- 
rolina, South  Carolina,  and  Georgia,  tiicre  were,  in  1790,  1,122,- 
045  whites,  and  632,593  slaves.  In  1830,  in  tb.ose  five  states,  there 
were  2,012,457  whites,  and  1,352,130  slaves. 

Thus  it  appears,  that  in  forly  years  the  whites  increated  only 
about  eighty  per  cent,  wb.ile  the  slaves  increased  nearlyone  hun- 
dred and  twelve.  In  North  Cai-olina  the  whites  increased  in  forty 
years  but  sixty-four  per  cent.Avhilc  the  slaves  increased  one  hun- 
dred and  forty-five  per  cent.  If  we  go  on  with  the  calculations 
for  which  the  above  facts  furnish  data,  and  what  fearful  presages 
must  arise  in  the  mind,  when  we  cor.sider  that  in  ISSt.)  tiie  popu- 
lation of  the  United  Stales  will  then  be  about  51,000,000,  and 
will  embrace  more  Ihrui  10,000,000  of  a  distinct  race,  between 
whom  and  the  majority  must  and  will  exist  any  thing  but  confi- 
dence. What  a  matter  of  fact  argument  in  favor  of  colonization. 
III.  Planting  Colonics  along  lite  v:cslcrn  coast  of  .Africa presents 
the  only  mcxtn?,  of  putting  a  slop  to  the  slave  trade. 

Weil  did  the  apostle  say,  "(he  love  of  money  is  the  root  of  all 
evil."  It  is  one  of  the  earliest  and  latest,  and  most  deeply  seated 
depravities  of  our  nature.  It  is  the  parent  of  the  most  henious  sin 
ever  committed  by  man,  the  trafic  in  human  Jlcsh  and  bones,  and 
sotds.  That  any  nation  not  wholly  savage,  should  for  a  day  tole- 
rate theslave  trade  is  only  equalled  by  the  fact,thatthere  should  be 
found  parents  who  would  sell  their  children  for  money,  or  that 
which  is  still  more  worthless.  Yet  the  half  of  Europe  and  half  of 
Africa  have  stood  by  for  two  or  three  hundred  years,  and  beheld 
and  participated  in  this  horrid  crime.  At  last  the  civilized  world 
has  become  awake  upon  this  subject.  They  have  enacted  laws, 
and  annexed  penalties,  and  England  and  America  are  expending 


thrbusands  in  guarding  the  coast  of  Africa  against  theslavtra. — 
What  has  it  all  effected.  The  total  number  of  slaves  recaptured  hj 
British  vessels  and  emancipated  in  nine  years,  from  1819  to  1828, 
was,  according  10  Mr.  Walsh,  only  13,281.  While  during  ihat. 
period  it  was  pretty  well  ascertained,  there  were  annually  trans- 
ported as  slaves  from  ditTcrent  parts  of  the  coast  100,000  human 
beings. 

How  does  it  come  to  pass  that  slavers  so  often  escape  the  vigi- 
lance of  those  who  are  set  to  watch  them,  and  that  the  number  of 
those  detected,  when  compared  with  those  who  are  successful,  is 
it  not  as  great  as  one  to  fifty?  It  happens  from  two  causes,  the  one 
having  its  scat  in  our  moral,  and  the  other  in  our  physical  nature. 
It  is  a  well  known  fact  that  the  hired  pursuer  uses  less  vigilance 
and  effort  to  overtake  or  detect  the  culprit  than  the  culprit  makes 
to  elude  him.  It  is  also  true  that  a  slave  ship  can  see  as  far  as 
those  who  are  in  quest  of  him.  The  truth  is,  the  slave  trade  never 
can  be  legislated  or  watched  down.  This  can  only  be  effected  by 
the  combination  of  two  causes.  When  colonies  can  be  stretched 
along  the  western  coastof  Africa  within  one  or  two  hundred  miles 
of  each  other,  and  the  inhabitants  for  forty  or  fifty  miles  inland, 
can  be  brought  withm  the  pale  of  civilisation  and  Christianity, 
then  and  not  till  then  will  parents  and  depredators  cease  to  sell 
their  children  and  neighbors,  and  the  slave  dealer  be  prevented 
from  having  access  to  those  who  vv-ffi.  The  fact  that  proves  these 
remarks  to  be  well  founded,  is,  that  for  two  hundred  miles  partly- 
north  of  the  colony  of  Sirrea  Leone  and  part  south  of  Liberia,  the 
slave  trade  is  almost  extinguished. 

I  cannot  forbear  making  a  quotation  from  the  proceedings  of  d 
public  meeting  held  in  Groat  Britain  for  the  formation  of  a  Biitish 
Colonization  Society,  Lord  Bealy  in  the  Chair,  Lieut.  Rosenburg 
stated,  "that  he  had  been  employed  on  duty  on  the  African  coast 
previous  to  the  settlement  of  Liberia,  and  that  he  had  visited  the 
settlement  subsequently.  He  bore  testimony  to  the  beneficial 
change  which  had  taken  place.  He  found  the  spot  where  he  had 
seen  six  or  eight  slave  vessels  at  anchor,  and  which  had  been  on© 
of  the  greatest  mart?  from  whence  their  cargo  had  been  procured 
under  circumstances  of  every  aggravation,  theparentselling  the 
child,  and  the  child  the  parent;  converted  into  the  abode  of  peace 
and  happiness,  and  the  slave  trade  entirely  extinguished." 

I  see  Africa  lying  in  the  dust  in  which  she  has  long  Iain.  She 
remembers  Egypt  with  its  unrivalled  pyramids  and  labyrinths.—' 
She  remembers^her  Hannibals  and  Hamilcars,  her  Origin,  Turtu- 
lian,  Cyprian  and  Augustine,  those  lights  of  Christianity;  and  Car- 
thage with  its  700,0(X)  inhabitants  contending  with  Rome  for  the 
sovereignty  of  the  world.  She  indignantly  scoffs  at  the  philosophy 
of  Buffon,  and  the  whole  tribeof  infidel  sophists  who  would  make 
hev  inhabitants  nothing  more  tlian  the  blot  of  his  hand,  who  of 
one  flesh  hath  made  all  tlie  inhabitants  of  the  earth.  She  proudly 
<ojnmands  these  ignorant  speculators  to  go  kam  their  horn  book, 
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and  when  they  have  studied  the  alphabet  of  Jehovah's  works,  let 
them  read  her  history,  and  sec  if  in  her  they  do  not  find  the  birth 
f>lace  of  science,  and  the  cradle  of  letters.  She  does  not  disown 
■her  vertical  sun,  nor  her  burniii}^  sands,  nor  blusii  at  their  com- 
bined intluence,  which  has  made  her  children  black,  but  which 
kins  wiarmed  their  bosoms  with  a  generosity,  and  richness  of  kind 
and  social  feelings  which  the  slavery  and  oppresion  of  two  hun- 
dredyenrsin  America  havenot  beenable  to  extinguish.  She  weeps 
■in  company  with  millionsofthose  who  have  inhabited  happier  climes, 
mow 'buried  under  the  ruins  of  former  civilization,  enveloped  in 
Ihe  darkness  of  the  Prophet's  law,  or  in  all  the  cruelties  of  pa- 
•ganism.  See  calls  upon  freemen,  upon  the  freemen  of  America 
to  look  at  her  now,  if  indeed  they  can  indurc  the  sight,  and  to 
^e&p  wkh  her.  It  is  the  wailing  of  Jlfrica,  such  as  the  world 
'Jjever  heard  before.  Her's  are  the  tears  of  a  mother — a  bereaved 
mother,  a  violated  mother.  She  has  forgotten  her  olden  glory. 
Her  two  thousand  years  of  seclusion  fromscience  and  chiistianity. 
These  minor  evils  are  with  her  as  though  they  had  never  been. 
-For  ^two  hundred  years  she  has  sat  alone.  Envied  by  none — 
pitied  by  none — trampled  on  by  all.  ller  eye  is  cast  to  the  west — 
-ihe  curses  the  Atlantic  and  the  white  man. 

:But  behold  Africa  lifting  \\e.vsG\(  from  the  dust.  The  cup  of 
her  suffering  is  full.  The  da^  ntng  of  her  day  has  commenced; 
and  she  is  about  to  bless  the  Atlantic,  and  the  white  man.  This 
brings  us  to  say  in  the  last  place. 

That  the  colonization  plan  holds  out  (he  only  possible  method  of 
christianizing  Africa,  and  of  affording  her  civilization  and  liberty. 

Thfe  christian's  motto  is  the  salvation  or  the  world.  The 
philanthropist  steps  in  and  says  be  it  my  business  to  spread  the 
-blessedness  of  civilization  and  self  government  to  the  ends  of  the 
earth.  Now,  it  is  the  ordinance  of  Heaven  that  these  men  should 
woikitogether.  They  never  have  labored  efficiently  apart,  and 
never  can.  The  truth  of  God's  bible  is  the  only  mean''  by  which 
savage  man  ever  has,  or  evercan  be  civilized.  Am  I  asked  what, 
upon  this  principle,  I  am  to  do  with  celebrated  Greece  and  Rome. 
"Were  these  people  not  civilized?  I  would  only  ask  the  inquirer 
Id  attend  the  Olympic  games  of  Greece,  and  see  the  judge  of 
ithese^nws Bitting,  in  the  eye  of  thousands,  in  a  state  of  perfect 
nudity.  See  them  throw  any  female  who  might  ignorantly  have 
wandered  into  the  presence  of  those  games,  or  who  have  come 
•therein  disguise,  over  the  next  precipice.  See  them  pay  public 
homage  to  mere  brute  physical  strength  or  agility,  and  draw  in 
eplendid  chariots  the  stupid  victors  of  these  games.  Were  these 
;people  civilized?  notwithstanding  the  refinement  of  their  lan- 
Iguage,  the  beauty  of  their  poetry,  or  the  vigor  of  their  orators. — 
vLefthe^dmirerof  Grecian  and  Roman  refinement  visit  the  Gla- 
diatorii  Ludi  of  the  Romans,  performed  first  over  the  graves  of 
'deceased  persons.  It  was  supposed  that  the  ghosts  of  the  dead 
were  rendered  propitious  by  human  blood.  A   these  shows,  made 
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afterwards  for  llic  amusement  of  the  people,  multitudes  of  humatt 
beings  were  saciiticed.  To  civilization?  No,  to  savage  barbaplty* 
I  repeat  it,  the  apostle  ofChiistand  the  apostle  of  civilization  artd 
liberty  must  work  together.  As  well  might  you  expect  your  field 
to  be  productive  because  you  had  ploughed  and  sowed  it,  though 
the  gonial  warmth  of  the  sun  should  be  withheld,  or  the  douds 
should  refuse  to  drop  down  their  fatness,  as  to  attempt  to  civilize 
a  nation  of  barbarians  by  the  plough,  the  ©x  or  the  hoe,  accom 
panied  by  tlie  cold  maxim  of  political  justice.  The  voice  of  God 
must  be  superadded.  The  Bible  and  the  Cro5.?  must  form  the  cor- 
ner stone  of  the  fabric.  Tlie  projectors  of  the  Colonization  So.- 
ciety  seem  fully  to  have  realized  this  principle.  Who  do  vfc  see 
at  the  laying  of  the  corner  stone?  It  is  Finley,  and  Clay,  and 
Bushrod  Washington,  and  the  devoted  Mills.  And  who  have  ever 
been  its  chief  builders?  The  leading  christians,  and  the  leading 
politicians  of  America  and  of  Great  Britain. 

Africa  is  to  be  free,  she  is  to  be  evangelized  and  christianized, 
or  the  hopes  of  the  philanthropist,  the  statesman  and  the  chnstian 
are  to  be  equaly  frustrated.  And  what  is  still  more,  God's  cove- 
nant is  to  fail.  Let  us  hear  the  voice  of  one  statement  on  this 
subject.  We  quote  it  with  the  more  pleasure  because  it  is  the 
voice  of  the  West,  hviys  Henry  Clay,  in  one  of  his  addresses  a* 
Vice  President  of  tiie  Colonization  Society:  "We  may  beldlj 
challenge  the  annals  of  human  nature,  for  the  record  of  any  plan 
for  the  amelioration  of  the  condition,  or  the  advancement  of  the 
happiness  of  our  race,  which  promises  more  unmingled  good,  or 
more  comprehensive  benevolence  than  thatof  the  African  coloniza- 
tion, if  carried  into  full  execution.  Its  benevolent  purposes  are 
not  limited  to  one  conlinent,  or  to  the  posterity  of  a  solitary  racp, 
but  embraces  two  of  the  largest  quarters  of  the  earth,  and  the 
peace  and  happiness  of  both  the  descriptions  of  their  present  in- 
habitants, with  the  countless  millions  of  their  posterity  who  are 
to  succeed.  She  appeals  for  nid  and  support  to  the  friends  of  li- 
berty, here  and  elsewhere.  Every  emigrant  to  Liberia  is  a  mis- 
sionary, carrying  witii  him  credentials  in  the  holy  cause  of  civili- 
zation, religion  and  free  institutions." 

Is  i>lr.  Mr.  Clay  alone?  Shew  mc  the  enlightened  patriot  in 
America  whose  eye  is  not  turned  towards  suffering  Afiica.  The 
meltings  cf  real  philanthropy  ever  have,  and  ever  must  blend 
with  those  of  the  christian.  The  lover  of  mankind  asks,  how  shall 
Afiica  become  the  land  of  freemen  and  civilization?  The  chris- 
tian asks  how  shall  Afiica  become  a  christian  land.  These 
inquiries  are  made  by  a  different  set  of  men;  and  to  a  su- 
perficial observer,  the  means  to  be  pursued  to  obtain  their  pur- 
poses, must  be  entirely  different.  \7e  do  not  say  that  Chris- 
tianity and  civilization  are  the  tame  thing.  Byt  we  do  say  thefor- 
mer  is  the  root  -the  stock— the  latter  but  the  branches.  • 

I  am  not  extensively  acquainted  with  the  history  of  colonies, 
but  have  some  knowledge  of  those  of  Massachusetts,  of  Virginia, 
of  North  Carolina,  and  of  Liberia.    Thatof  Massachusetts  com- 
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mcnceJ  in  1G20,  consisting  of  about  TiOperionj:,  and  although 
they  received  several  reinlorcements,  they  only  amounted  in  1630 
to  about  300.  The  colony  of  Virginia  was  still  more  \insucccssful. 
The  first  attempt  at  a  settlement  took  place  in  1585.  Stvcral  re- 
inforcements joined  thorn  afterwards.  In  IGiU  tlie  hcroivj  Smith, 
the  father  of  thecolony,  brought  out  a  strong  reinforcement,  with 
n  large  supply  of  provisions  and  live  stock;  yet,  in  less  than  one 
year  only  60  survived,  and  nothmgbut  the  return  of  Smith,  who 
had  gone  to  England, saved  the  colony  from  utter  ruin.  All  the  dif- 
ficulties and  disasters  thathave  occured  in  Liberia,  .''rem  the  com- 
mencement of  the  settlement  till  the  j)resent  time,  fall  far  short 
of  a  tithe  of  the  calamities  wliich  betel  Uil-  settlement  of  Vir- 
ginia in  six  months.  The  colony  of  Nortli  Carolina  commenced 
in  16S8;  and  in  109 i  the  list  of  taxablcs  v.;,soiiIy  seven  hundred 
and  eighty-seven.  Being  but  little  more  than  half  the  number  of 
ill  1677,  seventeen  years  before.  Such,  says  Air.  ^Villiamson,  irj 
his  history  of  North  {,'arolina,  '-was  the  bancfcil  effects  of  nipinc, 
cruelty  and  idleness." 

Let  us  make  the  contrast.  The  tii-st  expedition  to  Liberia, was 
in  1820,  but  the  colonists  met  with  so  inai'.y  diliiculties  at  the 
commencement,  that  it  was  nrt  till  the  year  1824  that  order  and 
good  government  were  established.  So  tliat  all  that  has  been  done 
was  accomplished  ineightor  nine  ^  ears.  There  are  now  upward* 
of  two  thousand  colonists  there,  who  are  contented,  liappy,  and 
prosperous;  enjoying  a  regular  government.  Agriculture  and 
commerce  daily  improving — their  settlements  rapidly  extending 
—a  large  territory,  fairly  and  honorably  purcb.ased,  extending 
one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  along  the  coast  and  inland  about  forty 
miles — several  slave  marts  destroyed,  and  the  slaves  liberated — the 
tilave  trade  abolished  for  forfy  or  lift}- miles  above  and  below  the  co- 
lony. The  aboriginal  inhabitants  tranquilizcd,  regarding  the  co- 
lonists with  reverence,  and  looking  up  totheni  for  protection  from 
the  ferocious  violence  of  those  ^^hostes  humani generis,'''',  the  slave 
traders— educat  ion  advanced,  the  children  of  the  natives  instructed 
-^morals  and  religion  attended  too— housesofpublicworship  filled 
with  devout  worshippers.  In  a  word,  the  mostsanguine  expecta- 
tions of  the  founders  of  the  Society  have  been  fully  realized. 

An  interesting  question  here  presents  itself.  "Why  has  God,  in 
his  holy  providence,  signalized  the  African  colony  above  any  other 
colony,  ancient  or  modern,  of  which  we  have  any  knowledge?  I 
know  it  becomes  men  when  asking  and  answering  questions  res- 
pecting God's  providence,  to  do  it  with  great  rr;odesty,yet  it  maj 
he  done  without  presumption. 

I  would  then  say,  that  God,  in  the  course  of  his  providence 
towards  thisSocieiy,  does  announce  tomen  his  approbation  of  the 
newand  elevated  principles  upon  which  the  American  Coloniza- 
tion Society  was  formed.  And  secondly,  that  he  means  by  this 
and  similar  associations  to  civilize  and  christianire  Africa. 

One  feature  in  this   colony  in  a  most  honorable  manner  dis  tin 
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fishes  it  from  every  other  colony  of  ancient  or  modern  times. — 
The  founders  of  other  colonies  were  impelled  by  a  desire  of  con- 
quest, thirst  for  aggrandixement,  or  the  acquisition  of  personal  li- 
berty. The  founders  of  Liberia  were  actuated  by  no  such  mo- 
tives. The  benefit  of  the  colonists  was  the  leading  object.  Pbi- 
lanthropy  gave  birth  to  tho  project.  Christianity  and  philanthro- 
phy  have  carried  it  on  thus  far.  It  has  been  the  noble  work  of 
private  munificnce. 

But  again.  Who  can  view  the  western  coast  of  Africa  without 
anticipating  the  most  glorious  results  to  the  whole  country,  from 
the  colony  of  Liberia  and  kindred  colonies.  Africa  must  be  chria- 
tiani^cd  and  civilized.  Are.the  hands  of  while  men  to  carry  the  j^ ' 
larnp  of  science,  and  of  the  gospel  to  central  Africa?  I  think  not. 
To  say  nothmg  of  the  unhealthiness  of  the  climate  to  white  men, 
are  there  no  physical  obstructions — no  antipathies,  seated  deep 
in  the  bosoms  of  all  white  men  which  never  can  be  removed?  If 
there  lives  a  man  in  whose  bosom  every  thing  of  this  kind  ought  . 
to  be  extinguished,  I  am  that  man.  Among  the  earliest  recollec- 
tions of  my  life  is  the  kindness  of  a  slave,  who  taught  me  my  let- 
ters in  company  with  his  ovn  children  when  his  day's  work  was 
tinished,  I  was  brought  up  in  a  family  where  the  authority  of  the 
master  was  tempered  with  the  kindness  of  the  father.  Such  was 
my  father  to  his  slaves.  And  since  I  have  had  the  felicity  of  be- 
ing the  pastor  of  one  church  for  almost  half  a  century,  among 
my  happiest  rewards  have  been  those  of  leading  many  oi  the  poor 
oppressed  children  of  sorrow  to  the  Lord's  tabic,  and  in  company 
sealing  our  hopes  of  immortality.  Still,  to  sec  my  son  go  to  Afri- 
ca, carrying  with  him  the  partner  of  his  life,  and  see  them  mingle 
the  blood  of  their  children  with  that  of  a  black  man,  is  abhorrent 
to  my  nature.  It  may  be  an  unholy  feeling,  and  one  which  I  ought 
to  eradicate;  but,  I  fear  it  is  the  feeling  of  most  men,  however  de- 
voted they  may  be.  Ijherefore  conclude  that  if  ever  Africa  is  to 
ranked  among  the  rations  of  the  earth,  as  a  civil  and  religious 
nalionyiUs  to  be  the  work  of  black  men.  I  therefore  look  to  Li- 
beria with  die  deepest  interest.  There  are  we  to  realize  ere  long 
schools  for  the  missionary  and  civilian.  And  it  is  in  Africa  that 
we  are  to  sec  the  most  stupendous  moral  changes  taking  place.  Here 
are  no  ca.^/5  to  contend  with  as  in  Jlindoslan — no  national  pride 
the  growth  of  many  centuries  ignorance  as  in  China.  Here  na- 
ture presents  herself  in  her  simplest  form  to  the  plastic  hand  of 
the  missionary  and  the  civilan.  And  all  ihsse  blessings  will  be 
more  readily  accepted,  simply  because  presented  by  the  hands  of 
black  men. 

Fellow  citizens,  it  would  be  paying.buta  poorcomphment  either 
to  your  understandings,  or  your  beajts  to  aok  yon  to  patronize  this 
Society.  To  this  course  you  are  urged  by  the  best  feelings  of  your 
hearts.  The  man  who  labors  in  this  cause  does  it  in  company 
with  the  wisest  and  best  men  of  our  country,  and  every  christian 
heart  breathes  forth  the  prayer — may  Ethiopia  stretch  out  her 
hands  to  God. 


Heckman 

N    D    E    R  Y.        INC. 
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